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Topical guide to Christian Resources for Ecology

The one key resource is “The Green Bible”.  It contains many essays, internet resources, practical ideas and guides to biblical passages.  Available wherever you buy books.
Themes of this Guide
Creation, Doxology and Awe

Revelation and Creation

Stewardship and Responsibility

Christology

Repentance 

Sabbath

Covenant

The Beloved Community / Racism

Trinity

The Future and Hope


Bibliographic Resources


Faith and the Environment Curricula  


Denominational Resources on Christianity and the Environment


Interfaith Resources and “Practical Stewardship”


Video Resources


A Prayer from the Jewish Tradition
This guide aims to address Orthodox, Catholic, Mainline Protestant and Evangelical perspectives.

Under each theme, Biblical, then theological and then teaching resources are listed.

High School Students can research on the themes presented.

There are also some resources for teaching elementary school students under “Creation.”

CREATION, DOXOLOGY AND AWE

“All knowledge begins in wonder.” – Plato (428 BC– 348 BC)

“All religion begins in awe.”  -- attributed to Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel

“Wonder rather than doubt is the root of all knowledge.“
Abraham Joshua Heschel (1907-1972)


“Let the beauty we love be what we do.

There are hundreds of ways to kneel and kiss the ground.” – Rumi (1207-1273)

I want to awake in you a deep admiration for creation, until in every place, contemplating plants and flowers, you are overcome by a living remembrance of the Creator.

St. Basil the Great (329-379)

Biblical Resources

Job 12:7-13  (see also Job 38 – 40:2)
7‘But ask the animals, and they will teach you;
   the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 

Genesis 1 – 2:4
Creation Story One: Affirming the goodness of God’s creation

Genesis 2:4-25
The Second Creation Story
Psalm 8

Beholding the heavens, realizing one's place.

Psalm 136:1-9
God the Creator's steadfast love endures forever.

Psalm 24:1

The earth is the Lords, and everything in it; the world, and all that 



lives upon it.

	


Theological Resources

There is a brief story of one of the saints of the Eastern Orthodox church speaking with an almond tree saying, “Friend speak to me of God”; and the almond tree blossomed.”

We have such a magnificent sense of the divine because we live in such a resplendent  world.  Consider: if we lived on the moon, our sense of the divine, might be as barren as lunar landscape and our sense of God as thin as the atmosphere in outer space. 

--Thomas Berry, Evening Thoughts, 48.

"All creation is a song of praise to God."    Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1175)


See the internet for St. Francis of Assisi’s “Canticle of the Sun”

“Place Based” Education Resources (note: these are nonsectarian books)

Orion Society “Place – based education”

www.orionsociety.org/pages/oe/index.cfm

Curriculum, children’s books, teachers guides and more.

This is an essential resource for nature education, especially for younger grades. 

Dawn Publications “Sharing Nature with Children”

www.dawnpub.com/home.cfm

 HYPERLINK "http://www.dawnpub.com/home.cfm"
  Excellent books for educators and students. 

Books on the “New Cosmology” of Evolutionary Time (note: spiritual but not sectarian)

Jennifer Morgan’s Universe Trilogy (Dawn Publications)

Born With a Bang: The Universe Tells Our Cosmic Story 

From Lava to Life: The Universe Tells Our Earth's Story

Mammals Who Morph:  The Universe Tells Our Evolution Story




Detailed picture books, late elementary age and above

Carole Martignacco, The Everything Seed: A Story of Beginnings

For ages 4 to 8, on the “big bang” and how we got here.

Note: Comparing Creation stories from many cultures could link with the science curriculum.
REVELATION AND CREATION

Biblical Resources

Romans 1:20 

Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, have been understood and seen through the things God has made.

Theological Resources

“Creation is the first book of revelation.” Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)

“Every creature is a word of God,”  Meister Eckhart (1260-1328)

“God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the flowers and clouds and stars. “  Martin Luther (1483-1546)
Online Resources

The (Episcopal) Catechism of Creation – positive on the value of science
I. Theology of Creation 

II. Creation and Science

III. Caring for Creation

www.episcopalchurch.org/documents/CreationCatechism.pdf


This is an excellent, thoughtful discussion guide for the central issues.

STEWARDSHIP AND RESPONSIBILITY

Biblical Resources

Genesis 1:26-28  -- God’s commandment to care for creation as a garden.

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 
27So God created humankind in his image,
   in the image of God he created them;
   male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 

“Oikos”

Stewardship has the Greek word “oikos” for home behind it.   (Greek is the New Testament language.) “Oikos” is the root word for both ecology and economy and stewardship.

See Wendell Berry’s Home Economics (and many of his other writings).

Students could look up Bible passages on stewards and stewardship in an online concordance.  See www.biblegateway.com
Ephesians 1:7-10 

“According to the riches of God’s grace, which God lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of God’s will, according to God’s purpose, which God set forth in Christ as an administration (oikonomia) for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Christ, things in heaven and things on earth.

Theological Resources

G. Limouris, Justice Peace and the Integrity of Creation: Orthodox Perspective

A sacramental view of the human presence in the world which embraces the Creation (the non-human world) and our fellow humans. "The entire universe - all things visible and invisible - should be seen in the light of the resurrection."

Online Resources for Student Research / Practical Projects

Christians for the Mountains

www.christiansforthemountains.org
Summoning care for God's creation and end mountaintop removal extraction of coal.  Excellent regional, activist resource for student (and adult) involvement.  Site visits to the mountains can be arranged.

www.one.org/onesabbath/
Interfaith effort to call the presidential candidates to address world poverty through 
the first hundred days of the new presidential administration. 
Green America  
www.coopamerica.org
Green America is a national nonprofit consumer organization, promoting environmental sustainability, social justice, and economic justice through the strength of consumers, investors and businesses. 

Resources for Greening Schools and Schoolyards

1.
www.Sustainableschoolyard.org

2.
www.ecoschools.com
3.
Earth Partnership for Schools 
http://uwarboretum.org/eps/
4.
www.edibleschoolyard.org
5.
www.schoolgardenwizard.org
6.
U.S. Botoanical Garen (can visit in DC) www.usbg.gov/education/schools.cfm


“What Would Jesus Drive?”


www.whatwouldjesusdrive.org/

A practical, accessible project on Christianity and environmental decision making.

CHRISTOLOGY 

Incarnation 

An affirmation of the created realm.

John 1:3-5, 14

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”

Christ As Redeemer Of Creation and  the Creation In Travail

Romans 8:18-25
A dense passage of creation “groaning for redemption”

Colossians 1:15-18

15Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in* him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in* him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 

Online Resources


“A Green Christology”, excellent brief article helps us see Jesus ecological significance
www.columban.com/ecorel.htm

REPENTANCE  
the call to transformation toward God, toward life
LAMENTATION  
to name and to grieve what denies God / life / love 
Biblical Resources

Deuteronomy 30:11-20 (see also Ezekiel 18, especially verse 21)

“This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.”

Jonah


Jonah flees God, but the great fish and a plant call Jonah back.  A city repents.

Psalm 51


Personal repentance.  

Theological Resources (see “Theological Resources” under covenant)

"Any error about creation also leads to an error about God."

 Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)

Note: this reminds us how much we need science to understand the creation
O God, enlarge within us the sense of fellowship with all living things,
our sisters and brothers the animals to whom you
gave the earth as their home 

in common with us.

We remember with shame that in the past
we have exercised the high human dominion
with ruthless cruelty
so that the voice of the earth,
which should have gone up to You in song, 

has been a groan of travail.

May we realize that they live not for us alone 

but for themselves and for You,  

and that they love 
the sweetness of life. 
(St. Basil the Great, 330-379.)

Online Resources (see also Theological Resources under Covenant)


See Dr. Cushman’s lamentations for New Orleans

http://www.nwpresby.org/shyg%20return%20journal.htm#Friday,_January_11_2008

William H. Becker, “Ecological Sin,” Theology Today, July 1992.

http://theologytoday.ptsem.edu/jul1992/v49-2-article1.htm
Students could do an internet search of “repentance / sin and environment / ecology”


Do an internet search for the ecumenical effort (from the World Council of Churches) 
called “Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation.”

Books 
Joanna R. Macy, Coming Back to Life: Practices to Reconnect Our Lives, Our World, New Society Publishers, 1998, 240 pages.

The essential guide to lamentation, overcoming despair and engaged action to restore our world.  Macy is an socially engaged Buddhist and one of the great living leaders.
SABBATH is a return to wonder 
Biblical Resources

Exodus 20:8-11
Earth and people rest; exploitation ceases.
8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9For six days you shall labour and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

Theological Resources

 “The goal of sabbath teaching and law is to properly orient human desire. While we use creation in order to flourish—we must eat and work so that we can live—the character of our use should be determined by the vision of God’s sabbath delight in the creation. In other words, our daily tasks, from eating a meal to doing our job, should be informed by sabbath reality. The question always is, “Are we promoting the enjoyment and flourishing of the creation around us?”  Sabbath observance can become the prism through which all our thought and action receive their focus and direction, when we learn to appreciate it as the peaceful and joyous flourishing of creation rather than a temporary reprieve from our otherwise acceptable striving.”  (from, “Imagine a Sabbath Economy” by Norman Wirzba)

“The ascetic way is ultimately a way of liberation; and the ascetic is the one who is free, uncontrolled by attitudes that abuse the world, uncompelled by ways that use the world, characterized by self-control and by the ability to say “no” or “enough.”  It is moving away from what we want as individuals to what the world needs as a whole.  It is valuing everything for itself, and not simply for ourselves.  It is regaining a sense of wonder and being filled with a sense of goodness.  Therefore, the ascetic dimension is the necessary corrective for our culture of wasting.  In the final analysis, it teaches us to share and not simply consume.”

 Orthodox Partriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople  

Online Resources

Sabbath Economics Collaborative – a college level resource

www.sabbatheconomics.org


Sojourners Magazine (search for “Sabbath Economics” and other topics)


www.sojo.net


www.waytolive.org – Christian Spiritual Practices Especially for Teens

COVENANT (see also The Beloved Community)

Biblical Resources

Genesis 9:1-17
God sets the rainbow in the sky, a covenant with Noah and the creation

Jeremiah 31:31-37
A new covenant of God with the people

Luke 15:15- 20
A new covenant, Jesus manifest in earthly elements, bread and wine

Theological Resources

Presbyterian Brief Statement of Faith (excerpt)  www.pcusa.org/101/101-faith.htm
  In sovereign love God created the world good
      and makes everyone equally in God's image
        male and female, of every race and people,
      to live as one community.
   But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
      Ignoring God's commandments,
      we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
      accept lies as truth,
      exploit neighbor and nature,
      and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 
      We deserve God's condemnation.
   Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.
      In everlasting love,
        the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people
           to bless all families of the earth.
      Hearing their cry,
        God delivered the children of Israel
           from the house of bondage.
      Loving us still,
        God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 
      Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
      like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,   God is faithful still. 

Book

Robert Murray, The Cosmic Covenant: Biblical Themes of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation, (Tigris, 2007), 272 pages


College level text.

THE BELOVED COMMUNITY and “THE WORLD HOUSE” (see also Covenant, Trinity)

Theological Resources

"Some years ago a famous novelist died. Among his papers was found a list of suggested plots for future stories, the most prominently underscored being this one: ‘A widely separated family inherits a house in which they have to live together.’ This is the great new problem of mankind. We have inherited a large house, a great ‘world house’ in which we have to live together—black and white, Easterner and Westerner, Gentile and Jew, Catholic and Protestant, Moslem and Hindu—a family unduly separated in ideas, culture and interest, who, because we can never again live apart, must learn somehow to live with each other in peace. . .All inhabitants of the globe are now neighbors." 

Martin Luther King, Jr., "The World House" chapter, Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community? (Boston: Beacon Press, 1968)

"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere."  Dr. Martin Luther King

"In a real sense, all life is interrelated. The agony of the poor enriches the rich. We are inevitably our brother’s keeper because we are our brother’s brother. Whatever affects one directly affects all indirectly". Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community? (Harper & Row, 1967), p. 181).

Dr. Robert Bullard, professor of sociology and director of the Environmental Justice Resource Center at Clark Atlanta University, states in a July/August 2007 article for The Crisis, “Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. went to Memphis in 1968 [where he perished} on an environmental and economic justice mission for Black garbage workers on strike,” reminding us that racial inequalities in environmental issues go back decades, and probably centuries.

Resources on Environmental Racism

“Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Legacy of Environmental and Social Justice”
at the Yale Peabody Museum January 18-19, 2009

http://www.peabody.yale.edu/events/mlkday.html

Have students do an internet search of “environmental racism”

Principles of Environmental Justice  

http://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.pdf

TRINITY

God the Father / Creator 

See Cosmology section

Christ the Son / Redeemer
Christology

Holy Spirit /Sustainer

Moment by moment, God sustains all of creation.

John 6:63
“The Spirit gives life.”

“Creation’s resplendent beauty is a gift received from Spirit of God.”  

Ambrose of Milan (338-397)


“The Holy Spirit is the unspeakable closeness of God.”  Jurgen Moltmann (1926 - )

“Sanctification today means first of all rediscovering the sanctity of life and the divine mystery of creation, and defending them from life’s manipulation, the secularization of nature, and the destruction of the world through human violence.  Life comes from God and belongs to God, so it has to be sanctified through the people who believe God. The earth is not ‘unclaimed property’ and nature is not ownerless. It is God’s beloved creation. So it must be encountered with reverence and drawn into the love of God.” (Jurgen Moltmann, The Spirit of Life. (Fortress: Minneapolis. 1992. p. 171).

Note: 
A Trinitarian God is a community who calls us into community, a community of covenant, responsibility, praise and worship.  

Books

Denis Edwards, Earth Revealing, Earth Healing: Ecology and Christian Theology

Liturgical Press, 2001, 245 pages


In-depth articles on specific aspects of Christian theology.   Quite advanced.

Student research topic

Do an internet search for the term “ecotheology”

THE FUTURE AND HOPE (theological term: eschatology)

Biblical Resources

Matthew 6:10
“Thy Kingdom Come on Earth as it is in Heaven” 

Revelation 22:1-2 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.  


Note: Compare with Genesis 3 -- eating of the tree of knowledge in Eden and “the fall”

Theological Resources

“In the divine milieu all the elements of the universe touch each other by that which, is most inward and ultimate in them.”   Teilhard de Chardin (1881-1955)

BIBLIOGRAHIC RESOURCES – General

***The Green Bible

- Green-Letter Edition - verses that speak to God’s care for creation will be highlighted in green ink
- Inspirational poems from St. Francis of Assisi and Wendell Berry
- Essays from key leaders and thinkers on various aspects of scripture and its mandate for creation care
- Quotes from Christian teachings throughout the ages from St. Augustine to C.S. Lewis 
- A green topical index and lots and lots of cool weblinks
- Green Bible Trail study guide
- Appendix to include information on ways to get involved and practical steps to take
- Printed on recycled paper, using soy-based ink, with a cotton/linen cover


Steven Bouma-Prediger, For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for Creation Care, Baker Academic, 2001, 240 pages

 
A fine volume on Christian thinking about the environment, for advanced students.  

Roger Gottlieb, This Sacred Earth: Religion, Nature, and Environment, Routledge, 1995, 600 pages.

This is the essential, one-volume set of essays from many religious traditions.  College level.

Bill Plotkin, Nature and the Human Soul, 2008.  528 pages.

Groundbreaking new work on developmental psychology and our need for nature.


Not grounded in a religious tradition.

Faith and the Environment Curricula  

http://www.nccecojustice.org/printedresources.htm
http://www.nccecojustice.org/onlineresources.htm
Denominational Resources on Christianity and the Environment


The Catholic Coalition on Climate Change


www.catholicsandclimatechange.org

Episcopal Resources


www.env-steward.com/lectionary

Evangelical Environmental Network

www.creationcare.org/


National Council of Churches, Eco-Justice Ministry

www.nccecojustice.org/


Orthodox Church Article

“Creation and ecology: how does the Orthodox church respond to ecological problems?”      http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m2065/is_3_54/ai_92136466

Presbyterians for Restoring Creation

www.prcweb.org/index.cfm


United Methodist – go to site and search by topic

www.umc-gbcs.org

Interfaith Resources and “Practical Stewardship”

Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life

www.oejl.org/index.php

Greater Washington Interfaith Power and Light

www.gwipl.org

Theological Resources, plus lots of practical ways to “green” your congregation

Greening Congregations Handbook (Plus a comprehensive website)

www.earthministry.org/Congregations/handbook.html

Green Faith

www.greenfaith.org/
National Religious Partnership on the Environment

www.nrpe.org

A broad array of faith – based environmental programs

http://www.nccecojustice.org/campaigns.html
           Beliefnet

           www.beliefnet.com is an excellent searchable database on religion topics

VIDEO RESOURCES

  A.         God's Creation and Global Warming  --VHS

           National Council of Churches (2000)

           Franzen and Company (202) 543-4430

B.   ***Renewal Project DVD – an essential resources for high school and adults

            www.renewalproject.net  -- chapters listed below

A Crime Against Creation


Evangelicals bear witness to mountaintop removal and the destruction of Appalachia

Going Green


GreenFaith helps congregations take the first steps to environmental action

Food for Faith


Muslim tradition and charity forge bonds between urban communities and sustainable farms  

Ancient Roots


The Teva Learning Center and Adamah bring environmental education together with Jewish 
tradition

Compassion in Action


Green Sangha, a Buddhist community, leads a campaign to save trees

Eco-Justice


The Holy Spirit inspires a battle against industrial contamination in small town Mississippi  

Sacred Celebration


Catholics and Native Americans embrace religious ritual in their struggle to protect land and 
water

Interfaith Power and Light

            Across America people of all faiths mount a religious response to global warming

A Prayer from the Jewish tradition

Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav (1772-1811)

Master of the universe, grant me the ability to be alone;
May it be my custom to go outdoors each day
Among the trees and grass, among all living things.
And there may I be alone, and enter into prayer,
To talk with the one to whom I belong.
May I express there everything in my heart,
And may all the foliage of the field - all grasses, trees and plants -
May they all awake at my coming,
To send the powers of their life into the words of my prayer
So that my prayer and speech are made whole
Through the life and the spirit of all growing things,
Which are made as one by their transcendent source.
May I then pour out the words of my heart before

Your presence like water, O Lord, and lift up my hands

To You in worship, on my behalf, and that of my children!  Amen.

