
Fund for the Future of Our Children 
7th Annual Children of Abraham Youth Leadership Grants 

 

"Present at the Beginning: 
Celebrating Three Women and Three Faiths" 

 
 

GRANTS OF $1,000 
and 

ONE $2,000 GRAND CASH PRIZE  
WILL BE AWARDED  

 
 

APPLICATION GUIDELINES 
 
WHO CAN APPLY? The program is open to students in Grades 10 and 11.  
 
WHAT IS REQUIRED?  A written essay and civic leadership project based on the selected 
topic. 
 
TOPIC 
"Present at the Beginning: Celebrating Three Women and Three Faiths" 
The 2011-2012 Youth Leadership Grants topic centers on three women from the 
Abrahamic faiths: Yocheved, mother of Moses; Mary, mother of Jesus; and Khadija, wife 
of Muhammad. While the lives of these women were quite different, each faced great 
hardship while exemplifying the qualities of patience, strength and enduring faith. Each 
was also important in the lives of the founding fathers of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 
 
Yocheved was the mother of Moses and two other children, Miriam and Aaron. Facing a 
significant threat to Moses’ life when he was an infant, she developed a creative 
strategy to save him.  Then, she entrusted Moses to the Pharaoh’s daughter to be raised 
in the Pharaoh’s household.  Yocheved remained a significant part of Moses’ life by 
serving as his nursemaid, and therefore was able to quietly influence his life with her 
own positive outlook and respect for his background.  Because of her inner strength 
when faced with personal hardship and her quiet way of influencing the development of 
her son, she serves as a model of compassionate strength. 
 
Mary was the wife of Joseph and the mother of Jesus. Throughout her life Mary 
exemplified great patience and faith in all of her actions. It took great inner strength for 
her to return to Joseph, prior to their marriage, and tell him that she was with child. 
Mary’s great faith in God’s plan supported her when she traveled to Bethlehem while 
pregnant, then later to Egypt and on to Galilee where she raised and nurtured Jesus.  
She was a pillar of support as Jesus carried out his ministry to others despite having to 
watch her son suffer. Yet throughout such hardship, Mary never wavered in her faith 
and never doubted her role in fulfilling the work of God. 
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Khadija was the first wife of Muhammad; mother to his children, and played a pivotal 
role in his life. During their 25 years of marriage, she was his only wife, closest confidant, 
spiritual counselor, and the person with whom he shared decision-making. She was a 
successful businesswoman prior to her marriage to Muhammad, and it was she who 
proposed to him.  She was the first to accept Islam and gave her entire fortune to 
support Muhammad’s mission, which included improving the plight of the poor, the 
rights of orphans, and equality for women.  Steadfast in the faith she had chosen, 
Khadija passed away in poverty after she and her family suffered through years of 
persecution, economic sanctions and political oppression.    
 
These three women were selected because of their uniquely different ways of 
influencing the founding of their faiths, and the way they lived their lives when faced 
with injustice, prejudice and persecution.   
 
GET STARTED! 
STEP ONE: Read the Guidelines and Application Form  
www.futureofchildren.net/pdfs/guidelines.pdf 
www.futureofchildren.net/pdfs/2012_grantApplication.doc 
 
STEP TWO: Watch the Videos Online  
The video presentations are from our distinguished group of speakers whose 
presentations will help you in the writing of your essay and in the creation of your 
project. Visit the on Kick-off speakers’ page online at 
www.futureofchildren.net/11_12_kickoff.html 
 
STEP THREE: Write your essay and create your project (8 pages in total)  
Part I: Essay (4 pages)  
Before writing, reflect deeply about the sources of strength for Yocheved, Mary and 
Khadija when faced with injustice and persecution. Then, write an essay answering the 
following question: 

 

 How did Yocheved, Mary and Khadija’s strength and wisdom support the 
compassionate ideals which are at the heart of the three Abrahamic faiths? 

 
Essay should be 4 pages and emphasize your own thoughts and original thinking. 
 
Part II: Project Description (4 pages) 
Develop and propose a plan of implementation for a practical teen-based community 
project that implements what you have learned in Part I. Your project description is Part 
II and should immediately follow Part I.  
 

 Identify a challenge facing contemporary society; and 

 Develop a teen-based project that addresses this challenge and implements the 
deep meaning of compassion as exemplified by these women. 

http://www.futureofchildren.net/pdfs/guidelines.pdf
http://www.futureofchildren.net/pdfs/2012_grantApplication.doc
http://www.futureofchildren.net/11_12_kickoff.html


2011-2012 Application Guidelines  3 

 

Project description should be 4 pages. Ideas and proposed project must be fully 
developed. 
 
STEP FOUR: Complete Grant Application 
Complete 2011-2012 FFC Grant Application. 
www.futureofchildren.net/pdfs/2012_grantApplication.doc 

 This form is intended to help you think through the steps of your project. It asks 
for your networking efforts, project timeline, and proposed budget. This is an 
important component of your project and must be submitted with your 
application. This form does not count in the total 8 page requirement.  

 
STEP FIVE: Submit Completed Application via FFC’s website.  
1. Review Parts I and II  

 All submissions must be written in English and should include citations and a 
bibliography. 

 The application (Part I and Part II - written within the same document, exclusive 
of the bibliography) must not exceed eight (8) pages. 

 
2. Submit completed application online at www.futureofchildren.net/home.html 

 Complete biographical information online. 

 Upload Parts I and II and the 2011-2012 FFC Grant Application. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Awarding of Grants 
Successful applicants will be awarded $1,000 grants for project implementation. 
Grantees who choose to raise an additional $1,000 are also eligible for a $1,000 
matching grant. 
 
One grantee will be selected to receive the Grand Award – a cash prize of $2,000. 
 
Review of Applications  
Reviewers will consider the following criteria when selecting grantees:  

 Part I: The Essay reflects the applicant’s own thoughts and original thinking 
and understanding of the topic. 

o Ideas are fully developed. 
o Topic is thoroughly researched. 
o Facts and viewpoints are accurately represented.  

 Part II: Project  

 How well you design the project around the topic – from idea through 
implementation. 

 How well the project reflects and implements your ideas presented in 
the Essay. 

http://www.futureofchildren.net/pdfs/2012_grantApplication.doc
http://www.futureofchildren.net/home.html
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 Reviewers will also select ONLY ONE student to receive the Grand Award – a 
$2,000 cash prize. This selection will be based on the essay and project which 
most fully highlights the applicant’s original thinking and which is most fully 
developed from idea to implementation. 

 
Online Resources  
To assist you in your research and application development, FFC has provided a variety 
of resources that may be helpful to you. Make sure you view the videos of the panel of 
distinguished speakers on the Kick-Off page to assist you in formulating your ideas. For 
these, other online resources and examples of past grantees’ projects, please visit FFC’s 
website.  
 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 November 1, 2011 
Formal kick-off to the 2011-2012 program, including video recordings of 
distinguished speakers, who will address this year’s topic, and other resources 
will be available on the FFC website, www.futureofchildren.net/home.html.  

 

 January 30, 2012 
Deadline for submitting Applications online at 
www.futureofchildren.net/home.html. 
 

 April/May 2012 (Specific Date To Be Confirmed) 
2011-2012 Children of Abraham Youth Leadership Grants Award Ceremony 
Georgetown University, Washington, DC.  

 
If any additional assistance is needed, please contact FFC at ffc@futureofchildren.net 
with any and all questions related to the 2011-2012 program.  
 
 

../../../../../AppData/AppData/AppData/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/2010-2011/2010%202011%20Application%20Packet/Final/www.futureofchildren.net/home.html
http://www.futureofchildren.net/home.html
mailto:ffc@futureofchildren.net

